[Child dental care: what's about parental presence?].
The coping capacity of the children during dental care depends on different factors such as age, cognitive development, personal history and social background. A good knowledge and understanding of child developmental stages will help the dentist to treat them successfully. Parental presence during treatment has been largely discussed in pediatrics and pediatric dentistry. Dentists often let parents stay in the office during the first consultation but prefer them to be in the waiting room during treatment. Depending on the case, parental presence may be needed, essential, or advised against. Parental presence during child treatment must be analyzed, but the ultimate decision is the dentist's.